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by Cliff Green

Here are some of the numbersrelative to the Grand National Meet in Dearborn.

There were many late registrations at $100 a clip. 485 were preregistered and at
least 35 more came in late. Fortunately there were enough goody bags for them.
All of the food tickets were sold out, however the Grand Buffet on Wednesday
night at the hotel had no shows, so our intrepid V C editor was ableto join us.

| was in charge of setting up the concourse show field. We had a enormous parking
lot with 485 single spaces. | was able to give amost every car a space and a half so
that the field looked full with about 275 cars, including three Mullins trailers.

| want to thank the NVRG members Bill Selley, Hank Amster, Eric Sumner, and

GRAND NATIONAL CELEBRATION  Dave Westrate who helped me lay out the field on Sunday morning. The hotel in-

sisted that we use chalk and it lasted until rain washed it away the night before the

concourse. By then every one had their spot and could recognize their neighbors, so on concourse day there was
little problem when the trailer box's emptied.

During the week Bill , Dave, Eric, John Sweet helped in the Concourse
HQ tent directing incoming traffic and assigning spots. | especialy
want to thank Hank Amster who was with me every day to assist. He
drove over from his daughters near Ann Arbor to be with the guys. A
big atta boy for Hank!

Bill and | drove home Friday morning and missed the banquet.




AUgust 2008

My how time does fly. Seems like just yesterday Spring was here but now we are deep into summer
and already looking ahead to fall. | suppose tha's one consgequence of keeping busy as| we al seem
to be | write this message while attempting to pack for a week long family vacation and | hopeyou
get the same chance this summer.

Last morth's program on old time radio broadcasts was a blast. Our spesker did a great job of tying
radio into the fabric of American life in the golden days of radio from the 1930 s to the 1950 s; the
same era as the flathead Ford! Thanks goto John Sweet for another great program.

| had the great fortune to be able to attend part of one day at the Grand National Meet in Dearborn
thisyear. Youwill read many more details abou this show in this issue of the newsletter, but afew
things stand out for me during my short visit. It was great fun to see so many Northern Virginia
Regional Group members paticipaing at the show. CIiff Green was holding court on the show
field, directing parking and | recall seeing Bill Selley, John Ryan, Maury Roesch, Eric Sumner,
Dave Westrate, and others | can't recall right now. | was amazed by the qudity of the cars,
especially some in the Rouge class; it was nice to see so many well preserved cars. Trucks were a bit
thin, at least for me, but the weather was great for the concourse. A few smadl parts got to ride home
with me destined to add to the collection of parts tha someday will become an operational vehicle.
The specia stainless steel '36 tudor sedan was a real treat to see as it is such a rare and historic
vehicle. | aso spent several hous at the Benson Ford Research Library and was able to come away
with prints for my truck exhaust system. At least now | know where the pipes are supposed to look
like and where they run. The staff there was very cordial and accommodating. They have some
strict rules and the copy prices are a bit steep, but where else can you find the detailed information?
I'm even conddering a special trip out there to do some more research.

Cometo the August membership meeting and hear more about the Dearborn show and see lots of
phaos It should be afunmeeting. Cliff Green will be supplying the refreshments.

It's time to consider joining the Board of Directors an d in thisissueis acall for nominations If you
have any interest in getting more involved, please let me or the Nominating Committee Chair know.
It'sreally nat that much effort to beaboad member and the rewards are getting to know some of the
members beter and have a say in determining the clubsactivities.

Hopdully 1'll see you a the Augus membership meeting. "Till then, keep those flatheads running.

Dave
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IMPRESSIONS OF DEARBORN
by Dave Westrate

Eric and | had another V8 adwenture at the 2008 Grand
National Meet at Dearborn, and we enjoyed all of it. A
highlight was a visit to the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House
on Lake St. Clair. On the drive to the house, we passed the
exclusive homes in Grosse Pointe which was a visua tour
of the past sucaess of the aubmobile industry.

The Fords raised four children (Henwy I, Benson,
Josephine and William) in this estate, which sts on 80 acres
on the shore of Lake St. Clair. The house was designed by
Albert Kahnto resemble a collection of cotswald village
cottages. They occupedthe housein 1929.

We entered many of the 60 rooms which were packed with
art, fumiture and menirs. It gave me a real feding for
what the Fords lives were like in the 30s and 40s and what
the extended Ford family has aacomplished to this day.
They madeand spent a lot of money, but they gave tons to
those less fortunate and preserved a lot of art work for
othersto enjoy in the museums in Detroit and € sewhere.

Highlights of the house included massive amounts of
finished woodwork imported from England from families
who had to sdl it to pay their taxes. This included
staircases, paneing, and furniture. The roofs were

covered with stone shingles also imported from England.
They look like they will last 1,000 years more. The pool,
pool house and grounds were beauiful and interesting, but
we especialy liked the playhouse built for daughter
Josephine. It is a complete house with working bah,
kitchen, bedroom and famly room with fireplace. The
entire structure and everything in it is lifesized and
mirrors the big housein fit and finish.

The g arage is complete with a roundabout for spinning
cars 360 degees. It had four cars in it the day we visited.
One was Eleanor s Lincoln that had been modified to raise

the roof six inches to keep her from knocking her hats off.
She loved her hats! Wouldn©tit be nice to have such
prablems?

One of the things | liked in the big house, was al of the
buttons on the walls, end tables and other places which
when pushed caused the staff to come running to tendto
your every whim. Il | betthe four kids drove the staff nuts
with this gane.

Well, Edsdl clearly moved the Ford Motor Company
forward from what Henry built. It was a thrill to see some
of whatlife was like in the day. This house isamust visit if
ever you are in the Detroit area

ON THE ROAD TO DEARBORN
by Maurie Roesch

The EFV-8 Grand National Meet was filled with interesting
travel, great camaraderie, wonderful cars and enjoyable
activities. The tetm Dearborn has two meaningsto me. It is
alocation and an Award to be achievedif possible. In 2008
the two were in certain respects coincident

The first day, Monday, was devoted to getting to Dearborn.
Our Team corsisted of Bill Simmons, John Ryan, Jm
LaBaugh and myself. (continued on page 4)

Valve Clatter

Northern Virginia Regional Group

Page 3



ON THE ROAD TO DEARBORN (continued)

The trip included: travel through six states with everything
from freavays to narrow two laneroads a great lunch in
small town America, andfriendy discussions with the Ohio
State Police, basic auomotive mechanics, mesting new
friendsin severa placesincluding NAPA, map reading 101
and training in cornvoy procedues All of this was
accomplished in only 17 hours. A hanburger andtwo beers
in the bar of the Hyatt at midnight capped off the day.

Maurie, John, and Bill revive the editor® modern iron

Tuesday and Wedneglay were devoted to working on my
40 Ford a bit and interading with the large number of
EFV-8 characters on the scene. Typicaly | think of many
of these people by the way | first related to them on the
phone. Invariably my first contact had to do with Ford
patts. These wonderful folks included: Judge Bob Moon
(TN, spark plugs), Mort Burton (OH, radiator caps), Mike
Kubarth (WI, spring covers), Ken Isidor (CT, fuel pumps)
and Roy Nacewicz (MI, fastenes). Their compelling
personalities made the many cornversationsrewarding and
entertaining. The vendirs had numerous had to obtain
paits andlots of good tips.

The stainless ©36

Thursday was the big day of the Concouse. There were
275 Flathead Fords of every class and vintage. What a
glorious sight. There even was a stainless sted 36 2-door.
The Concourse was well organized and laid out by our own
Cliff Green. The judging teans were enthusastic and
expefienced. Judging was accomplished in a
comprehensive, deliberate and professional manner. In the
case of my @0 the pursuit of the Dearborn Award proved
to be dusive. It was close but not quite the brass ring.

Friday was the day | spent with my wife, Cathy, who had
arrived late Thursday. We went over to the Ford museum
and to the Greenfield Village. Both of these venwes were
rich in Ford heritage and American history. Later we had a
mod enjoyable lunch a the Big Fish redaurant. The
evening Awards Banquet was quite an affair; it seemedthat
amog al participants were honored in some fashion. Cathy
and | satbeside Bob Drake for dinner. Neadless to say heis
avelry interesting gentleman and we enjoyed his company a
great ded. The Banquet, as with all Grand Nationa
activities, was well run.

In 2009 the Eastern National Meet will be in Windsor, CT.
We are making plans to attend. | am aready beginning to
work off the items on my Blue Scoring Sheds. Although
the locdion will be different the Award is till out there.
So, nextsummer you will find me going to Windsor, CT
which is On The Road to Deaborn.

It Wasa Dark and Stormy Night
by Ken Burns

No, wait! Thats a different story. This one is about the
wonder fully informative program delivered at our July
Meeting by Maury Cagle of the Metropolitan Washington
Old Time Radio Club. | ve broken Maurys talk down into
several segments because he had an awful lot of grea
information about a subject that we al grew up with and
which helped shape our lives then and still hasa lasting
impact on our culture to this day.

Car Nut: Before even telling us abait radios Mauly
established that he was one of us atrue, bonafide car nut.
He told us that at threeyears old he codd indentfy cars as
they passed by and soon had memorized al the Indy 500
information from the Floyd-Clymer scrapbooks. His first
car wasa 1934 Ford five window coupe that he purchased
in 1950 for $75. (continued on page 5)
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It Wasa Dark and Stormy Night (continued)

This was a huge invedment since, at the time, you coud
buy a running Model A Ford for $25 or a non-running one
for $15! Mauly still ownsa piece of that first car ablown
piston that let loose one night about a mile from his home
in 10 degree weather. Not propelly dressed for the freezing
weather, Maury decided hed continue on in spite of the
unhappy noisesemanatng from underthe hood. Maury led
a chamed life that evening because he made it all the way
home and the only damage to the engine was the blown
piston the cylinder wall hadnt been scored. After parting
with the Ford, Maury owned a variety of interesting cars
and currently has a1959 Triumph TR2.

Love Affair: Maury s love affair with radios goes bak as
far as his affinity to automobiles His earliest radio
recollection is being three years old and listening to Santa
on the radio with his family. He realy became hooked on
his sixth birthday. His father came home from work for
lunch that day (an unusua event) and gave Maury his
present, a beautiful 5-pushbutton radio. Dad thentuned the
radio to aloca station where the local station band played
Happy Birthday to Maury. That was al it took hes never
stopped loving everything about the radio media: its
history, the sociology, the equpment, the personalities and
the great prograns.

History: Wethink of radios asentrtainment but just as the
Internet has morphed from a smdl nework of computers
strung together for research into todays every-expanding
entity, the radio (originally known as w ireless telegraph
began its life with a pradicd, utilitarian business
application: it was developed as a way to communicate
with ships at sea. In fact, the Bureau of Commerce issued
the first licenses years before the FCC came along. At the
beghning of the 20th Century wireless telegraph
transmissions could be sent across the Atlantic, but
Fessenden©sirst successful voice radio transmission
travelled only a mile in1900. One early pionee of radio
was adually arrested for selling stock for an invenion that
could send voices through the air an obvious
impossibility!!! However, the eally adapérs pressed on.
The first station was 8MK (now WMMK) and by 1920
KEKA was broadcading the results of the Presidential
election. Growth was explosive; from 30 stations in the
early 20s to 556 in 1923 to 3,250 in 1928. Commercials
first hit the airwaves in 1922 on WEAF with an ad for
apartments for rent Stations initially relied on local talent
and local programming in the years before the adwent of
radio networks.

Radios: To help illustrate his presenttion Maury brought
in his own beauifully restored 1926 Atwater Kent radio.
We tend to think of battery-powered radio as being a rather

recent invention but wer e wrong. The 1926 Atwater Kent
radio was battery-operated; it required five batteries with
three different voltages to operate. For many years radios
came in both dectrica andbattery models and there was a
practical reasn for this. In 1940, fully 25% of American
homes still did not have eledrical power and it wasnt until
1956 that the country was fully electrified. NVRG members
also brought in vintagesradios and many described the
story behind them, including John Girmanwho displayeda
crystal set his father had built, the Blue Ribbon awarded to
John©$ather and a newspaperclipping about his father and
the radio. In 1930, radio hit the road when Bill Lear (of
Learjet fame) invented the first autbmobile radio for
Motorola. And by 1932 even Ford was offering a dealer
installed radio option. (continued on page 6)
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It Wasa Dark and Stormy Night (cortinued)

Golden Age of Radio 1932-1956 Programs: As radio
beganto mature as a commercial enerprise local stations
were being consolidated into some of the radio networks
that are till with us today. We found out that Super
Stations arent a new phenomenathat sprung up with cable
and satellite TV. Back in the formative years of radio there
were Clear Channd Stations broadcaging with 50,000
watts of power. Because of ground wave propagation after
sunset, these powerful stations would drown out the smaller
local stations and virtually force them to sign off at sunset.
You can still identify the dired descendans of these early
super stations by their three letter call signs. The rise of
neworks and powerful stations marked a shift away from
local programming and led to the development of such
classic programs as the Lone Ranger, Fibber McGee and
Molly, The Shadow, John Dollar and the Cisco Kid.
Perhaps the mog popular program of al time was the
Amos and Andy Show. Its audience was so loyal and
devdedthatmovie theaers were forced to stop their film at
7 pm, turn on Amos and Andy in the theater, and then
resume the feature once the radio show was over. If they
didnt do this very, very few people would purchase a
movie ticket for that time slot. The common wisdom of the
day was that you could walk down any Main Streg andbe
able to listen to the entire broadcag of Amos and Andy
beause everone would have it on andyou would be able
to hear it through the open windows as you walked along.
To hel illustrate the programs of the era, Maury played
audio clips from numerous programs that many of us
remember from our youth. World War Il ushered in
profound changes in muscal entertainmenton the radio. As
pat of the war effort program content changed and there
was atwo year ban on producing band recordings. This ban
led to a shift away from big bandmusic andto the rise of
popular recording artists in their own right. Words we use
commonly today were coined during the Golden Age of
Radio for example, serial drama progranms were sponsored
by companies such as Proctor & Gamble, hence they came
to be known as soap operas.

Impact: Radio was a very powerful socia force in its
heyday. A survey of 1,000 women in 1934 asked themto
list their favorite appliances in order. iron, radio, washing
machine, and the refrigerator. Humorist James Thurber
memorably described the fifteen-minute radio serid
formula: Radio soap opera has been defined as: Between
thick dices of adwertising, spread twelve minutes of
dialogue, add predicament, villainy, and fendle suffering in
equal measure, throw in a dash of nobility, sprinkle with
tears, season with organ music, cover with arich anrouncer
sauce, and serve five times a week. Radio provided many
of the early prograns and ealy stars for the post WW 11
media boom known as TV. Soap operas game shows and

westerns and their stars easily made the transition in the
early days of TV. Mauly told us that Bing Crosby wanted
to play golf instead of repeating his show for the West
Coast. His program was so popular that technology was
devebpedto meet the demand recording equpment was
vastly improved with the invenion of magnetic tape
recording and Bing s programs could be recorded and then
played back at a later hour a pradice still in use today
with many syndicated TV programs just wait until football
season and listen for w ill be brought to you in its entirety.
For those of you on the West Coast, this program will be
seen at its normallyscheduled time.

Personal Sacrifice: Like many of us, Maury wasnt too
keen about Ovaltine, in fad, he hated it. But like many of
us he aso desperately wanted that secret decoder ring so he
could decode the weekly secret message from his favarite
show. The obstacle here was that in order to get the ring
you had to send in the label from a jar of Ovaltine. Poor
Maury was caught in a quandary Mom had purchased the
Ovalting, but he had to finish the jar before he could
remove thelabel andsendit in. My secret weapon was my
grandfather who neverdrank coffee but had a big steaming
mug of Ovaltine with breakfag every morning. A little
sweet talking on my part and Grandma carefully removed
and save he label for her grandson!

President Gunnarson receives donations of V8 Times and
past membership guides from John Wenchel .

There was an added attraction to our July meeting at the
Hunter House in Nottoway Park. Thanks to Past President
of the club John Wenchel, we were given about 60 past
issues of the V8 Times starting in 1975 and a small pile of
prior year membership guides donated for members to take
home. Thiswasgredly appreciated by those in attendhnce.
In additon, present club member Jim Roebuck has
providedus with a copy of the first issuesof the V8 Times.
Look for themon our webste. Thanks Jm!
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Stephens City Drive-in Movie Tour
By: Jim McDaniel

Assorted pet problerms and family commitment thinned the
ranks for our anrua overnight Club tour to the drive-in
movies at Stephens City in the Shenandoah Valley. At the
last minute, about half those signed up had to drop out for
one reason or another, but a congenel core of diehard
V8ers met at Fair Oaks Mall on Saturday, July 26. It was a
warm, sunny afternoon with a dight breeze, and four old
Fords and severa modern cars started out for the 65-mile
trip to Stephens City. Twelve folks in al. It was a pleasant
and totally unevenful drive out 1-66 and 1-81 to the
Holiday Inn Express. No mishapsthis year. Everyone made
it just fine.

Driving their V-8s in convoy were Dave & Barbara
Westrate, Frankie & Larrie Martin, John & Patty
Girman, andJim & Char McDaniel. Kegping a close eye
on the V-8s, as they followed the convoy in their modern
iron, were Jim La Baugh and Hank & Cindy DuBoais.
John Swed jointed us atthe Holiday Inn.

After arrival and a short cool-down (for the drivers, not
neessarily the cars), we gahered in the hotel lobby,
visiting and catching up on everones latest doings, before
healing out to the old-reliable New Town Tavern for
dinner.

Now pemit me to
digress for a moment
and expain that | used
the hotel©s business-
room computer to start
this report as soon as
we arrived  red-time,
so to speak. Of course |
bragged about everyone
making it with no
mishaps Well, as soon
aswe getout to our cars
for the drive to dinner,
Dave Wesdtrate
discovers that a rock (or other missile) had broken the left
heallight lens on his beautiful ©39Woody. It sustained
several long cracks al the way aaoss the lens, but it had
not shatered. Amazingly enaugh, Dave had a role of

regular old Scotch Tape with him, so a field repar was
immediately accomplished.It now looks like the poor thing
has a catarad, but the lens held together.

And of course, because | hadjust recorded (and announced)
that everyone made it with no mishaps, Barbara
immediately blamed me for causing the broken lens. (If
only | had such power.)We al enjoyed good food and
friendship a the New Town Tavern and everyone was
really happy with their sdedions, excet perhaps John
Sweet who wound up with two ste&s for the price of one.|
understand his second one was just right. Following
dinner we came out of the tavern to a light rain, then
adjourned to the ice cream stand out in the parking lot of
the shopping center, where we found some redly tasty

cones shakes, and sundaes. After the required photo shoat,
everyone left for the movie totally stuffed!

Frances Jenkins joined us for ice crean after dinner and
brought along a friend of hers, Jim Puffinberger. Jim, a
very friendly guy, owns a lawn mower repair service and
handed out free camo baseball caps to most of the guys.
Cool hat. Everyone wore them for the movie. Now
speaking of the movie, there were two screens for two
simultaneos movies. One side showed a cute animated
feature named WALL-E, and the other one showed
Wanted, atotally unbelievable, digointed, vulgar, violent,
action flick. As Char and | had taken our granddaughter to
see WALL-E recently, we are the only ones to see Wanted.
Little did we know what we were getting into. Everyone
who saw WALL-E liked it. The other movie, Wanted, was
agiant YUK atotal waste of time! (You pays your dollar
and you takes your chance.) (continued on page 8)
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Stephens City Drive-in Movie Tour (cortinued)

On Sunday, we had a most excellent adventure! Some of
our group returned home that morning, but the Girmans,
DuBois, McDanidls, andJim La Baugh continuedon.

After an interesting drive through the State Arboretum in
Virginia (see http://www.virginia.edublandy/), we
journeyed on to the nearby historic Long Branch estate in
Millwood, VA. Long Branch is one of themost historic and
elegant manor homes in the Virginia Hunt Country, and is
operated as a museum.

This was the highlight of the weekend. We received a
fascinating and very detailed tour of the Long Branchmanor
house, just for our group, by the French-born curator,
Colette
Poisson.  She
worked as an
employee for
the man who
restored the
estete, Harry Z.
| saacs, for over
two decades.
Colettes
personal
knowledge of the home and its history isindeed impressive.
She knew evelything about everything! This beautiful

estate and its grounds are definitely worth a return visit by
our Club. You can see more about the museumat:
http://architectureabout.com/li brary/bll ongbranchestate htm.

We finished our enjoyable weekend with a stop for lunch at
a quaint, old, cozy taven in Uppewille, VA, the Hunter©s
Head. To borrow an excerpt from an excerpt from a
Washington Post review, Hunter©$lead is afine, sout
English-type pub that contains some striking remnans
(mantels, plank and mortar walls) of the 1750s log cabin,
known as the old Carr House, it began as. The iron gate
into the walled garden is said to have come from the old
Upperville, Virginiajail, a precaution many a pub would
applaud. Wonderful med!

It was a perfect endto avery enjoyable weekend.
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Raven Finish
by Dave Gunnarson

Henry Ford utilized a black oxide finish on many hadware
patts in our early Ford V8's. These parts are listed in the
parts manuals with a suffix of 25-2° also referred to as a
Raven finish. In searching for information abaut various
plating techriques, | came acdoss a good article on this
topic originally written by Rick Delawde and published in
the American Fastener Journal that | have modified.

TheBasics of Black Oxide
What isit?

Blad oxide is a conversion coating formed by a chemical
reaction produced when patts are immersed in the alkaline
agueols salt solution operated at approximately 285
degees F. The reaction between the iron of the ferrous
aloy andthe hot oxide bath produces magnetite (Fe304)
onthe surface of the patt. In order to reduce the hazards of
hot blackening, and to save energy, proprietary cold
blackening solutions have been introduced. These operate
at room tenperature, and on a different chemical basis, so
they are substanially less hazardous However, room
temperature blackening is not a true bladk oxide process;
rather it is the applicaion of a copper selenium conmpound.
This compound is naot always an acceptable substitute for
black oxide as it does not look as nice, and canrub off onto
hands and clothes.

How is the process performed?

The five basc steps for the black oxide conversion coating
are clean; rinse; black oxide; rinse; supplementary coating
(after-finish). If rugt or scale is present on the part,
additional steps such as add pickling or akaline descaling
may have to be added before oxiding. Neutalizing and
further rinsing may be necessary on assenblies and parts
with blind hdes to eliminate "flowering' or bleed-out.
Bladk oxide cannot be produced over plated parts (zinc,
nickel, chromium, cadmium, phogphate). This plating must
be stripped prior to the black oxide process.

The supplementary coaing (after-finish) will dictate the
fina appearanceandfunction of the part. When a print or
drawing specifies "Black Oxide" without any spedfic after-
finish, it is interpreted as Bladk Oxide and Qil. It is
recommended that an after-finish is always applied, as
black oxide without an after-finish has very poor corrosion
protection. However, with an oil, wax, or lacquer, it is
possible to achieve excellent indoor corrosion protection.
Bladk oxideson steel are not suitable for severe outdoor
applications or corrosive environments. Black Oxideson
Stainless steel or brass alloys will yield excellent corrosion
protection, primarily dueto their inherent propeties

Tech Tip
by Dave Gunnarson

The latest innovation in ground coffee distribution can be
an asset in your garage. Some coffee now comes in plastic
container, equivalent to the old number 10 can, which is
roughly cubic, has a handle and a very large snap on lid. |
took a few of thee home from work andimmediately put
them to use storing bolts and small parts. | tried one as a
small parts washer and put an inch of kerosene in the
container, dropped in some greas/ paitts, swirled it for a
minute or two, and then retrieved fairly clean parts. Thelid
isn't water tight, so with too much agtation kerosenewill
seep out; experience is such a gred teachet Multiple
containers neatly stack and the square shape fits well on a
shelf andis avery efficient use of space.
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New Movies and Old Cars
By: Jim McDaniel

Several Club members "represented” the NVRG recently in
Batimore at the movie shoot for a Renee Zellweger and
Kevin Bacon movie that® in the works, entitted My One
and Only. In response to ane-mail request some time ago,
| had sentin a photo of my ©5 police cruiserto the movie
car people, and recently | heard from them, saying that
they©dike to use my car, andfor me to drive it. This was
my first movie shoot. The day ranged from VERY
interesting stuff to VERY boring stuff. Lots of repetition.
Lots of waiting.

Jim & his wool suit

The movie setting is 1953. | dont know the complete
movie story line, but they did shoot severa scene
| ocations there in Baltimore. The two | was present for
were Pittsburgh and New Y ork City scenes.

I had bath a driving and a "walking" role on my two
shooting days. They outfitted me with a period Pittsburgh
Police uniform, a holster and gun, and a night stick. The
uniform was heavy wool and the temperatures were 90+
degees, with high humidity, on both days. Whew! Lots of
water!

Nick Sahl in Jim® door mirror

On my first day, | was
mogly in b ackground
(movie jargon). | drove
the car down the street
toward the camera, to
within half-a-block of
the camera, then pulled
over to the curb and
stopped. | then got out,
secured my night stick in
my belt nextto my .38
revolver, and performed
my  best Brodeiick
Crawford (Highway
Patrol) saunter across the
stred, before proceeding
down the sidewak on
foot patol. We practiced
the shoot probably five
times, then shot and re-
shat that scene over ten
times (not my fault, honeg!). Each time when they yelled
CUT! wed dl back our cars up the street abaut two
blocksto the starting point. Lots of backing practice. They
sprayed some "bottled dirt" on the front of my cruiser
beause the chrome was too shiny. (Reneein phato above)

Note the 1953 PA plates

That scene will probably result in maybe one to two
minutes of air time. There was another shoot later that day
where | did some more waking on the side of the street
opposite Renee Zellwegeras she engaged in corversation
with Nick Stahl (Terminator 3), who was driving the tan ©37
Ford Coupe above (ownedby MD V8 Club member Gary
Wilmer). Thefirst day they just left my sheiiff©stars on the
door as the car was far enough in the background that you
couldnt see the details of the door decal. Oh, and Gary did
al the backing up of his 37. Nick walked back. (The
second reel of this feature will appear in the next issue)
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Upgrading the Radio

By Jom Girman

I dont know about you but listening to a scratchy broadcast
of a baseball game, a Hispanc program or a bunch of
crazies in a talk-radio program just doesnt create the
ambiencel want when cruising in the old Ford. | want FM
and | want to be able to use my MP3 player so | can play
oldies with a clean sound. So, last yea one of the things |
did at Hershey was check out vendors who converted
original radios with modern innards All the vendrs use
the same circuit board made by a company in Florida and
al charge about the

same amount ($495, too

much!) so neither was a

factor. After talking to

three vencors | decided

to send a radio to Mike

Frenchek at Retro Radio

Restorations in

Elizabethtown, PA

(717-367-1428

www.retroradio.biz).

He said he would use

the original case, clean it

up, install a 6V positive

ground power supply,

inputs for MP3 or CD

player and as a bonus

give me alead with 12V

negatve ground to

power any accessories

The original  radio

controls including the

push-buttons would till

work as in the original.

The radio would be

switched between FM

and AM by turning it off

and then on agan

quickly. It would be

configured for 45 wats for each stereo channel. (Four
speakers were only available for 12V negative.) | had two
radios for the 53 Ford, one was the 6-tube radio and the
other was the more expensive 8-tube radio. Mike advised
me to send the 6-tube radio in beause it had a more
conventional on/off switch on the volume control. The 8-
tube radio hasthe on/off switch on a push button, which
Mike said would not last as long. | asked him how long it
would take and he said 12 weeks. So, | packaged it well
and sert it off.

After ten weeks, | cdled him and asked when he would
finish it. At thatpoint, he still hadnt cashed the chek. He

asked how long ago | had sent it. | said ten weeks and he
replied he would get it done in two weeks | commentd
that he must be pretty busy to have a twelve week backlog.
He said, no, he wasnt especially busy---he was just slow.
At twelve weeks | called again and he asked how long ago |
hadsert it. | said twelve weeks and he said he would finish
it in two weeks. However, when | said that was what he
said two weeks ago, he said he would finish it in a week.
My check wascashed and | had the radio in aweek.

It looked good. He had redly cleaned it up and the

workmanship looked good. It had a short bundle of wires

connected to acomedor and the other part of the comector
had leads coming out of
it to hook up to the
speakers, 12V  power
supply and the light for
the dia. For the 6V
power
input he used the lead
with the origina fuse
holder. It also had two
RCA sockets on the back
for hook up to a MP3

player.

| had purchased a singe
speaker from Macs for
$48 that was composed
of a 6X9 inch woofer
and two tweeters, so it
would fit the origina
opening in the dash. As
you might gues, beause
the tweeters were located
side by side, there wasn t
much stereo separation.
However, the speaker,
made

by Autosound, had a
rating of 140 watts peak
power a 4 ohms.

The indructons for
ingtallaon and operation supplied by Mike were very
clear. | soldered up the leads from the connedor to the
speaker leals and then installed the radio and the speser
and made the connedions Now for the acid test: how
would it sound?

It sounds gred! | cant believe it. | havegood clean FM
sound. (The AM s dill scratchy becaus of al the static.)
The spe&ker hasa good, rich sound and setting the tone
control gives me booming bass or good, clean treble. The
input for the MP3 player aso works well. Now, the cost
seems unimportant because | can cruise down the road in
the old Ford with the sound it deserves!

Valve Clatter

Northern Virginia Regional Group
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WANTED:

Wanted: 1950 Ford 4-door sedan wanted: | have been
asked to help a person in Maryland find a driver quality ©8
Fordor. Needs to be mechanically sound and generally
straight. Appeaance nat as important asmechanics. ©4@ and
©5Xsocorsidered, but needs to be 4-door. | will forward
information. Contact Jim McDaniel at jim.mcd@coxnet or
703-569-669.

Wanted: 32 or 33/34 radiator brace rods, 33-34 outside
door handles (closed car), 32 or 33/34 trunk or rumble lid
hande; 33- 36 front axle (stock or dropped), 32 front
wishbone, 32 bumpers, 32 steering gearbox and 32 gas
tank. 47 - 48 rear shock absorber bradets, John Ryan 703-
281-9686, 301-469-7328, john@ryanwebcom

Wanted: Set of four or five 14" x 5 1/2" origina stedl
whedls for full size 63-64 Ford Galaxie. Don©have to be
show quality but must betrue and free of pitting if possible.
Jason Javaias 540-786-5819

FOR SALE:

For Sale: 1938 Ford Deluxe Coupe, repainted green and
reupholstered years ago, wrong colors. Restore or enjoy as
is. Asking $17,500. Jerry N. Hill, Irvington, VA 22480 Ph
804-438-5450 email jjhill@va.metrocad.net (new email
address).

Cruise-In, Saturday, August 16th, 6-9:30 pm

BubbasEast Coast Rods & Customs, locatedin the Fairfax
Circle Plaza Shopping Center, is hosting a cruise in every
Saturday evening from 6-9:30 pm in the shopping center's
patking lot. The shopping center islocatedon the northead
side of Fairfax Circle and cortains a large Hudson Trail
Ouitfitter's store. Bubbas will be serving all beef hat dogs
and bottledwater free to all who attendas well as providing
appropriate 50's, 60's & 70's music. Their shop will also
be open for inspedion and for use of redroom fadlities.
NVRG participation on Saturday, Augugt 16th is an
informal gahering of those who wantto see what this event
is al about as a group. Drive your Early Ford V8 or

modern iron. Woody's Ice Cream Shop is nearby, and visit
there makesfor an ice cream treat to round out the evening.
Several members attended in ealy May. See the May,
2008 Valve Clatter for their report.

NVRG Board of Directors- Call for nominations

According to the NVRG by-laws it is time again to
nominate members for the Board of Diredors. Please think
of members who would be of benefit to our active club.
New members on the Board bring new ideas for our old
iron gatherings and travek. If you have a nomination, or
are interested and would like to be nominated, please
inform President Dave Gunnarson. In addtion to the date
presented at the September meeting, nominations can be
made at thattime from the floor.

Priming the pump: 2009 Eastem Nationd Med in
Windsor, Connecticut: One of the keysto the success the
NVRG had in hosting the Eastern National in 2007, was the
receipt of "seed" money ($1,000) from the 2006 Eastem
National Hosts, the Western New York Regiona Group.
They provided it with the ideathat if our meet finished in
the plus column, that we would pas aong the "seed"
money to the next Eagern Nationa mee organizers. This
natice simply informs you, the menbership, of the Westem
New York RG® generosity and that we will pas the
$1,000 adong to the Connecticut Regional Group.

Ford Foundation Thoughts:

As you may recall, the NVRG donated an 60hp V8 engine
restored by club member Ray Kunsman to the Early Ford
V-8 Foundation at the conclusion of our Eagern Nationl
Meet last year. The Foundation cumently is seeking
contributions thatwould go directly to the building fund for
the condruction of the museum depicted in the artist®
sketch above. The cortributions being sought are for the
48 hundred club - donors who provide $4,800. Our
Regional Group is fortunaie to have had a series of
successful years in terms of our annual Fairfax City car
show, as well as the 2007 Eastern National. Our goals in
hosting the 2007 Eastern National were to put on a mee
our guests would enjoy and to "break even." We did more
than that thanks to the number of atendees and proceeds
from the raffles and merchandise sales. As a reallt, the
Board is considering donating $4,800 to the Foundation for
the museum building. Detfails about this possibility will be
discussed at the next geneal meeting of the club. Club
treaury balances in recent years have been: 2004-6,800;
2005-8,700; 2006 - 6,100; and 2007 - 10,700. You input
onthisideaiswelcome.
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ANVRG
Calendar

August
12 Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm - Nottoway Park - Program: Grand National Meet in Review
Refreshments: Cliff Green
16  Bubba'sCruise-in - Fairfax Circle Plaza Shopping Center, 6-9:30 pm (see page 12 for details)
23-26 Motorfest 1V - Early Ford V8 Foundation Museum, Auburn, Indiana
26 NVRG Board of Directors meeting
30 ValveClatter deadline - jlabaugh@verizon.net

September

9  Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm - Nottaway Park - Program: Garage Concepts
Refreshments: Frankie Martin

13 2 Annua Car Show for Jill's House -Dulles Crossing Plaza, Sterling, VA - Jill's House is committed
to providing care and support to children with special needs

20 3349 Annua Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet- sponsor: Bull Run AACA, Manassas, VA

27 NVRG Fall Picnic and Tour to Oak Hill - visit the Oak Hill estate of President James Monroe and tour
to Doukenie Winery in Hillsboro, VA. The Oak Hill estate is hot open to the public, but Bill
Simons has arranged a private tour for us. We will tour the house at 10 am and then proceed to the picnic

30 NVRG Board of Directors meeting

October
4  ValveClatter deadline -send itemsto editor Jim La Baugh - (jlabaugh@verizon.net)
5  5lst Annual Antique Auto assembly, Armed Forces Retirement Home, Washington, D.C.
8to 11 Hershey!
14  Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm - Nottaway Park - Program: Hershey review
24-26 Annual Lebkicker Tour - two-night tour to the Gettysburg area - join us!
28 NVRG Board of Directors meeting

Down the Road

November 12 - NVRG 30th anniversary program
December 6 - NVRG Holiday Gala.
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Board of directors
Northern Virainia Reaional Group

President: Dave Gunnarson 703-425-7708

Vice President. Eric Sumner 703860-1916 Programs: John Sweet 7024305770
Secretary: Cliff Green 7034262662 Roperty: FrankieMartin  703-928-7136

Treasurer GregMensinger  703-893-5644 Activities  Dave Westrate 703620-9597
Membership:  Jim McDaniel 7035696699 Hstorian:  Don Lombard 703690-7971

Tours.Leo CummingsHank Dubois 703- 866-9707 Newsletter:  Jim LaBaugh 703-573-9285
Past President: John Girman 7032421459 Véb master: helenandken@verizon.net

Mark your calendar!
TheAugust Meetingison
TUESDAY Augus 12

at 7:00 pm inthehistoric Hunter
House, located adjacent to the tennis
courts, Nottoway Park, Court House
Road, Vienna, VA

Program for August - Dearborn

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Regional Group 96
Early Ford V8 Club
Pogt Office Box 1195

Vienna, Virginia, 22183




