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79th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORD V8

“Production of the a V8 engine in alow price field seemed impossible, but Henry Ford had directed his engineers to do it” It
would be a cast block and one of the major problems was Henry’s insistence that the exhaust passages go through the water
jacket of the cylinder block. We all know what a problem that has made for we V8 ers to keep her cool. Other V8 designs,
notably Cadillac, routed the exhaust above the block away from the water jacket. Another design insisted by Henry was to
mount the distributor on the cam shaft in front of the block and that the coil and distributor be combined in one unit. How many
times have we cursed that design?
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We are celebrating the Ford V8 at our Eastern National Meet. It has been our inspiration, our passion, our frustrations and our
hobby — Let us celebrate our love affair. Editor- Quotes are from “The Early Ford V8 — As Henry Built it” Francis and
DeAngelis
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ETHANOL —THE BAD NEWS

Excerpts from an article by Thomas McLaughlin, manger
AAA Mid-Atlantic Approved Auto Repair.
Submitted by Clem Clement

“Just like “dry gas”, ethanol absorbs water. In sufficient
quantities, the ethanol can become saturated with water and
separate completely from the gasoline. This creates and
unburnable blob at the bottom of the gas tank know as
“phase separation”, which will shut off the engine. The
only cure is to drain the tank and any affected fuel system
components completely. The best preventative measure is
to keep the tank full, reducing the space for water
condensation inside the tank. Older vehicles can fall victim
to ethanol in two ways. There is naural varnish
accumulation from gasoline inside gas tanks over time.

Ethanol is a perfect solvent for this varnish, resulting in
clogged fuel filters. Replacing and old fuel filter is good
insurance against future problems from ethanol.”

“Vehicles built before 1980 with carburetors and
mechanical fuel pumps can suffer from ethanol deterioration
of the soft fuel system parts, such as digphragms, gaskets
and fuel lines. The good news is that fuel system parts
produce for these vehicle since the mid — 1980 are ethanol
compatible.”

“The strongest benefits of ethanol are the reduced emissions
and energy independence factors which may make ethanol
the fuel of the future”

Also, V8ers, | understand that the stuff that was used to
slosh around the inside of the tank years ago causes a
problem. The following is taken from the NCR
“Headliner”:

GAS TANK GUNK

Josie O’ Donnell

A couple of weeks ago we were driving to an event in our
'40. As we motored down the road, it stopped running. It
didn’t sputter, gasp, stutter, it just S-T-O-P-P-E-D. Now the
temperature was very close to being in the single digits and
there were strong winds. What I'm saying is that is was C-
O-L-D. After a while of gnashing our teeth and kicking
tires, Bill tried to start it again. It started right up and ran
like a charm  We turned around and ran for home like a
scared turkey in a Thanksgiving Day race. Just about the
time we get in our drive way, it was sputtering again.
Fortunately (for the car's sake) we were able to get it in the
garage before it died. | had a remedy for this problem,
shoot the car. Put it out of its misery and buy a Chevy.

Several days later, Bill comes into my office here at home
and presented me with the “stuff”! | was touched that he
cared so much, but | had to ask “WHAT IS THISS????" It
was some of the Red Coat sealant that was used to seal the
inside of the 40's gas tank. The sealant was peeling off! It
was a dull rust color. The rust is the side that was against

the tank on the inside. This “stuff” was clogging the gas
line and shutting off the gas supply. After you sat for a
while, the gas ran back out of the lines, taking the “stuff”
with it. So the next time you tried to start the car, it ran like
achamp until the next batch of “stuff arrive.

When we bought the car in 1995 it had been restored, won
its AACA Junior and Senior, and then sat for 14 years.
After sitting for so long, the old gas that had been left in the
tank had turned to sludge, and the tires were flat on the
bottom. Until the tires loosened up, driving down the road
was like riding on square tire. We also had the tank cleaned
and theinside sealed.

| called the company that did the work, not to complain but
to let them know there was a problem. We thought that
perhaps with the new additives that were in the gasoline, it
was making the sealant peel. They said that was not the
problem. This peeling problem rarely happens, and when it
does happen, it’s because they did not coat both the inside
and outside of the tank. Coating the outside of the tank
(they call it Barrier Coating) on show cars is not an option.
When the outside is not coated this allows moisture to form
between the sealant and the metal causing rust, and
eventually peeling. Red Coat sedant is designed
exclusively for gasoline and its additives.

So thereisour sad tale. We have ordered a new gas tank
from Drake and are waiting for delivery. | have softened
my initial remedy: | think we should put it up for adoption
and get aPT Cruiser.
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