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The usual suspects showed up at Bob Evans for breakfast and 
toured the back roads behind wagon master John Girman. (Only 
used the beltway to cross over the bridge)  It was one of those 
rare low humidity days that made picnicking a pleasure.  It was 
also Helen Burns birthday!   
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When the winds of winter whip snow through the cracks under my garage door I long for the 
warmth of summer; now I long for the cool breezes of fall.  Hopefully you are keeping cool 
this hot summer. 
 
Last month I forgot to mention that we donated the proceeds of the 50-50 raffle drawing at 
the Fairfax Car Show to the Armed Forces Retirement Home.  The amount was $215 and 
many thanks to those who sold the tickets. 
 
The last few details of the 2007 Eastern Meet are now being closed.  My final action was the 
delivery of the stainless steel tool box, a story that has a few surprises that I will share later. 
 
The folks that went on the C&O canal trip had a great time and an informative trip on the 
canal and a pleasant picnic lunch afterwards.  About 18 people attended along with some 
grandchildren.  Thanks to Hank Dubois for setting this up.  This month is the ever popular 
drive- in movie tour on August 11.  Look for the details in this issue.  Also, as a reminder, 
keep September 15th reserved on your calendar for our annual picnic.  We should have a fun 
time relaxing and eating; two things that go great together!  Tours and events, especially 
when driving an old Ford are a big part of our club, so come on out. 
 
I’ll be away in Canada on a family vacation for the August membership meeting back at 
Hunter House in Vienna, so Eric Sumner will take over the duties.  See you in September. 
 
Dave 
 
Dave was the speaker at the July Meeting.  He gave us a presentation about the advent of the 
lighter than air ship.  He is currently the project manager of the re-hab of the dirigible 
hanger in Akron, OH.  Lockheed-Martin will use the facility for secret purposes.  It was a 
most interesting Power Point Presentation of the construction of the facility in the late ‘20’s 
and the making of the Navy airships. 
 
Henry Ford used surplus Navy blimps for advertising purposes in the early ‘50’s 
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1947 Ford coupe built with 1946 styling  
By Vern Parker 
From “Out of the Past” Washington Times 
 
Right after World War II, Ford --like every other automaker 
in the world --produced cars as fast as possible, arbitrarily 
picking a date in Feb-ruary 1947 to switch from building 
1946 models to 1947 models. According to Bill Selley, who 
owns a 1947 Ford Super Deluxe coupe, there were only I a 
couple of cosmetic changes from the former year to the 
latter. Mr. Selley says his car was manufactured in early 
March 1947, and though the registration and title show that 
the car is indeed a 1947 model, it still has the 1946 
rectangular parking lights and dual trim pieces on the trunk 
lid.  

 
 
Mr. Selley still recalls that during his high school days, a 
classmate of his in Fairhaven, Mass., had a similar car that 
had been hot rodded. At the time, Mr. Selley thought that 
was the most desirable car there was, and 50 years later he 
hasn't changed his mind.  
 
The 1947 Ford, which he purchased in Apri1 2005, was 
restored almost a decade earlier. He says records indicate 
that the 16.5-foot-long coupe was originally a West Virginia 
car and sold new with a base price of$1,410. Ford made 
80,830 similar models in 1947. Beneath the hood is the 
original 239-cubic-inch flathead V-8 engine with an output 
rated at lOO horsepower. A dual downdraft carburetor is 
positioned above the venerable engine and supports the oil 
bath air cleaner. Mr. Selley upgraded the Ford with a dual 
exhaust system, which he says costs him points at judged 
auto shows . The owner says the unmistakable sound that 
tumbles out of the dual exhaust pipes is worth a few points 
at judging time. The running gear is original. Mr. Selley 
says,and it burns no oil. Even though the car is not equipped 
with an overdrive unit, Mr. Selley reports that while rolling 
along on 6.00xI6-inch four-ply tires, the 3,190-pound car 
delivers 14 to 15 miles per gallon on the highway. The 
gasoline tank holds 17 gallons. He can also turn his Ford 
around in a 41-foot circle.  
 
Supporting a 360 degree chrome-plated horn ring, the 
shoulder-wide steering wheel matches the metal part of the 

dashboard. The plastic parts have been replaced and, of 
course, near the center of the dashboard are his -and-hers ash 
trays. Designers aimed to make the dashboard symmetrical 
with the 100 mph speedometer on the left side and a 
matching clock on the right side.  The clock keeps perfect 
time, Mr. Selley says in amazement. Under the dashboard 
on the passenger side is a three-door heater. That heater, in 
addition to an AM radio, white sidewall tires and a swan 
neck right side mirror constitute the options on Mr. Selley's 
car.  
 
The exterior of the cuIVaceous coupe probably appears in 
better condition now than when it left the factory 60 years 
ago. The blue paint is virtually flawless, and the leading 
edge of both rear fenders is protected by a black rubber 
gravel guard. The wheels were not ignored during the 
repainting process and now sport the correct pinstriping of 
three concentric rings on each wheel between the hubcap 
and the beauty trim ring. Even the Ford script logo in the 
rear bumper and the indentations in the grille are neatly 
filled with red paint, as is each individual hubcap. Mr. 
Selley reports that the glass in each of the nine windows is 
original. The passengers in the back seat can push open the 
rear windows, which are hinged toward the front of the car. 
As for the gracefully curved chrome -plated swan neck 
mirrors, Mr. Selley has high praise for the driver's side 
mirror. "You can't see the right one from the driver's seat," 
he laments. Still, it is beautiful and does add symmetry to 
the appearance of the Ford.  
 
Fluids important to the operation of the Ford include five 
quarts of oil and 22 quarts of water in the cooling system. 
Mr. Selley points out that there are no windshield washers 
on his car, and the windshield wipers are vacuum powered. 
It is a moot point, however, because the likelihood of him 
driving the car in the rain is remote.  
 
During the hot summer months, Mr. Selley explains how 
relief is obtained by turning the hand crank on both doors to 
open the wing vent windows. If the redirected air flow to the 
inside of the cabin isn't sufficient to cool the occupants, 
there is one more step to take. "You push open the cowl 
ventilator and you've got air conditioning," he says. To be 
more precise, that would be 1947-Ford-style air 
conditioning.. 
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Restoring Antique Cars is an Addiction  
Condensed from an article by Rob Hedelt  “The FreeLance-
Star” Fredericksburg, VA  June 12, 2007 
When Jason Javaras was growing up in suburban Maryland 
in the '50s and '60s, one thing occupied much of his free time. 
Besides chores, girls or schoolwork--though he found time 
for all those--what filled so many hours was working on a 
succession of old cars, eventually leading to a '47 Ford Club 
Coupe. 

"Like all my friends, I spent a lot of my high school years 
getting a car fixed up and running," said Javaras, in 
Spotsylvania County since 1972. "Back then, messing with 
cars was what we guys would do when we got together."  

Of course, getting access to wheels meant freedom, dating 
and a degree of independence. "That Ford was the car I 
taught my wife to drive in," he said. "It was a big part of my 
life at that age." 

Fast-forward to the late '80s. Javaras has raised a family, 
worked his way up the ladder in his job with the federal 
government and finally has some time and a bit  of money to 
spend on something that makes him happy. 

 It turned out to be a 1940 Ford Standard Coupe, which had 
him whiling away hours in the shed behind his house. After 
years of work, the vintage car was restored to its classic 
beauty. 

Next came trips to Antique Automobile Club of America 
shows and competitions.The mission: transforming that 
coupe--and seven other antique vehicles that Javaras and his 
son, Danny, would eventually acquire--to as near mint 
condition as possible. 

"If you love cars, it's something you can really get involved 
in," said Javaras from his car-filled garage. "As a family, 
we've really enjoyed it." Javaras said that early on, he didn't 

know all that much about restoring the Fords that he favors from 
the '40s and '50s. But eventually, his collection grew to include a 
1948 Ford trooper carrier truck and a 1963 Ford Galaxy 
convertible. As the vehicles spilled from one shed into an old 
barn which grew into a storage building and workshop, Javaras 
plunged himself into learning about his vehicles. 

With wife Dolores joining in, the couple began taking in shows, 
which also served as learning opportunities. "When you'd enter a 
vehicle, the judges would be specific about what you needed to 
change and improve," he said. "They're also great places to buy 
and sell the old parts that you need, and get advice from folks 
experienced in it all." 

FOR THE LADIES 
A woman went to a mechanics shop and asks the clerk for a 710 
cap.  The clerk is surprised and goes to the warehouse clerk and 
asks him about a 710 cap.  He doesn’t know either so he calls a 
mechanic over and asks him about a 710 cap, but nobody has 
heard of a 710 cap 
 
The woman insists  and says it is a part that goes on her motor 
and that it had mysteriously disappeared.  She needed to find a 
new 710 cap. 
 
Considering nobody knew anything about a 710 cap, the clerk 
asked the woman if she could draw this 710 cap.  The woman, 
who incidentally had taken some drawing classes, didn’t have a 
problem with this, being she remembered what a 710 cap looked 
like.  She took a piece of paper and a pencil and drew a circle 
about 8 cm in diameter and wrote in the center the number 710 
 
See page eight for her drawing. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


