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7th ANNUAL NVRG CAR SHOW 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
CITY OF FAIRFAX 
 
Dave Westrate has been the man in charge of 
this event since it’s inception.  He promises 
that this year will be bigger than ever – if we 
members do our part in getting out the word.  
There are no conflicts this year, so we should 
have a good turn out.  All those that come 
comment about the venue and return.  We 
have ironed out all the small problems from 
the past two years at this site so we are good 
to go and show!  Every member should drive 
their car/cars to our event.  It is a good time! 
 
This year there is construction underway 
expanding the rear of City Hall, but we can 
use the parking spaces across the street at the 
office townhouses – and there is always hope 
that we can park on the grass. 
 
What Dave needs now are volunteers the day 
of the meet for registration, parking cars, 
soliciting 50/50 and directing traffic.  Please 
come early and help. 
 
We have more trophies thanks to nine 
members who sponsored awards.  They also 
filled in for past sponsors, who for some 
reason or another, did not participate this 
year.  Camper’s Trophy and Awards again 
donated the three principal trophies. 
 
SEE YOU AT OUR CAR SHOW 

FIRST PLACE AWARD, EFV8CA NEWSLETTER CONTEST 2003,2004 
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OUR V60 DISPLAY ENGINE 
Editor 
 
Our 75th Flathead Anniversary V60 display engine is up and 
running in it’s enclosed display trailer.  If you attended the 
April membership meeting you witnessed the best “Show & 
Tell” ever presented. 
 
A little background first.  All prior National Meets make 
enough profit that they give the Early V8 Ford Foundation 
some of the proceeds.  Most of the cash flow comes in just 
prior to and during the meet from the sale of raffle tickets, 
Chinese Auction tickets and sale of Meet merchandise.  Our 
purpose is not to make a lot of money, put to enhance the 
meet as the cash comes in outside our budget.  We (the Meet 
Committee) were offered a restored 1940 V60 on a display 
stand for about one third the restoration cost.  At first we 
considered this as a raffle item, but thought that this would 
have very limited appeal.  So, instead of donating money to 
the Foundation after the Meet, we decided to buy this engine 
and use it as a promotion and give it to the Foundation when 
we were through with it.   
 
Ray Kunsman, the restorer and member of the NVRG, took 
a note to be paid after the meet and Bill Simons bought the 
trailer for us to use, so the only outlay thus far has been for 
some of the materials.  
  
Dave Gunnarson designed the enclosure for the trailer and 
welded up the framework.  Green, Dubois and Selley 
applied the plywood and hardware and painted it Ford Blue.  
They also got the engine running.  Steve Pieper towed the 
engine out to his place in the Valley and finished up the 
“punch list” of odds and ends. 
 
We are looking for a 1939 standard oil pressure gauge.  We 
attached a direct reading gauge and the engine puts out 35 
psi at cranking speed with the plugs out.  $2300 was spent 
rebuilding it.  $600 to recore the correct radiator! 
 
What are we going to do with it?  Tow it to all the local 
meets to display and run to promote our club and the 
National Meet plus make people aware of the 75th 
Anniversary.  It will be at the Eastern National Meet at 
Batavia, NY and at Hershey.  We will even bring it to the 
picnic!  The sides will display our meet logo and our banner 
will fly from the top! 
 
Now, a little history: Ford came out with the small 136cu 
V8 in 1937 to provide a more fuel efficient (25 mpg) and 
less expensive option to the 85hp equipped cars and light 
commercial vehicles.  These 17 stud engines were obvious 
because of their small size.  Ford introduced this engine in 
the European market in 1936.  Performance wise, it’s 94 
foot pounds of torque could not compare with the 127 foot 
pounds from the four cylinder ’32-‘34 Model”B”. 
 
It was well received in 1937 with sales over 300,00.  The 
small V8 was underpowered for the size of the car and sales 
declined.  The last V60 was offered in 1940.  

 
The unusual feature of these engines is that the water pumps 
are a common casting including the timing cover and engine 
mounts.  Also, the intake manifold has the fuel pump 
mounted facing the right side and an oil breather attaches to 
a fitting on the front right.  The heads were aluminum until 
1940 when there were cast.  The oil pump is gear driven off 
the front crankshaft gear and is integral with the front main 
bearing cap assembly.  The ignition system is the same as 
the 85 hp. 
 
In 1940 the crankshaft were lengthened just over 2” for the 
direct mounting of the TWO bladed cooling fan.  Also the 
crank shaft bearings are unique.  
 
Bill Selley and I drove to Savannah to pick up the engine. 

 
Editor and 
Ray Kunsman 
moving the 
V60 into the 
trailer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ray & Bill Selley with 
the engine secured 
for the trip home 
 
           
 

Running at the April “Show & Tell” 
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REMEMBERING THE V60  
 
Bob Burke told us a story at the April Meeting about his 
Dad’s Ford V60.  Every Sunday they went to church in the 
car dressed up in their finest.  He and his two brothers would 
sleep in the back seat on the way home.  His father would 
wake them up “It is time to get out!”  No matter the time of 
the year, rain or snow, the boys would tumble out of the back 
seat and begin to walk up the hill.  The Ford was turned 
around and backed up the hill since it did not have enough 
power to haul the boys with it.  In good weather the boys 
would race it to the top and win! 
 
His Father ran into the back of a Model A pickup one foggy 
night because he didn’t see the one tiny tail light.  He got rid 
of the ’37 V60 and bought a Chevy 6 that could climb the 
hill! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tom Lumpkin’s family owned a Ford V60 and would travel 
to Richmond in it achieving 26 mph – the envy of others 
during the days of gas rationing in WWII.  His Father bought 
the ’37 used in 1940 and it came with a factory installed 
radio!  Tommy learned to drive it when he was 15.  He says 
he got it up to 80 mph indicated on flat road! They kept it 
until 1946.   
 
Driving at night with this Mother and sister at age 16, the 
generator went out.  He was able to find another battery and 
drove home 90 miles on a cold night – did not run the heater 
motor though! 
 
Also, during those trips in the summer, Tom related how the 
truck drivers would stand on the running boards and steer 
from the outside in order to cool off going up the hills in low 
gear. I though that the 1940 V60’s engines were rare, but 
Tom said the DC Electric Company had a whole fleet of 
them! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Here is a testimonial out of the September 1937 FORD 
NEWS: “My regular mail route is 65 miles and on it is 216 
boxes, writes William Sharp of Easton, Maryland.  Start off 
with a full tank ordinarily; it takes just three gallons to fill the 
tank up again when I get back.  That’s 22mpg, making 
around 200 stops in 65 miles under the worst possible road 
conditions.  The size and convenience of the rear trunk on my 

Ford’60 are a great help to me, he adds. I can carry as many 
as four large mail pouches in the trunk” 
RESEARCHING THE V60 
Ray Kunsman, researching the history of the Ford V60, wrote 
the Detroit Public 
Library for 
information from 
their Automotive 
History Collect-
ion.  They sent 
him copies of 
pictures taken 
from a Chrysler 
file.  They bought 
a brand new 60 
hp, 1937 Ford, 
disassembled it, 
and photographed it, piece by piece! 
 

 
 
The V60 was, 
and still is, a 
popular choice 
to power boats, 
midget race cars 
and motorcycles. 
(Seen at Hershey 
2005) 
 
 
 


