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UP FRONT WITH THE PRESIDENT

December 2003

The end of the V-8 season has come. Cold weather will soon be here which means that we all get a

chance to do the projects we have promised ourselves that will get done "over the winter”. It isin a

car person's nature to put something off "until winter" since you never want to miss an opportunity
to join an outing or tour if your car is al apart. The "to do" list grows long and when it gets to be winter,
there are a thousand reasons why they have to be put off until spring. | guess that's the makings of a good
New Y ear's resolution.

Our club has enjoyed a terrific 2003. If you recall, my theme for the year was "involvement” and no one
could argue that we, as a club, weren't involved. The individuals who did the planning, those who helped
in execution, and those who participated were all wonderful examples of being involved. | sincerely thank
al of you, but special recognition needs to go to your board members. So much was offered by these
outstanding people. When the opportunity arises, please express your gratitude to each of them. Events
like the car show, great tours such as the poker run, wine outing, picnic, drive-in movie night, Lebkicker
weekend, garage outings, monthly programs (all of which were entertaining and educational), our award
winning Valve Clatter, and a fabulous web site are all great examples of what this club is al about. Maybe
our growing membership (101 now) is a testament to everyone's efforts of being involved. In order to keep
the momentum going, plans are already in the making for 2004. Please, if you have ANY suggestions or
ideas, don't keep them to yourselves...give me acall.

For those who elected to participate, the last event of the year will be the annual holiday gala with hosts
Cliff and Sandra Green. It will be afitting end to a great year. Remember, there is no membership meeting
in December. Have a wonderful holiday season and get those winter projects finished so you will be ready
for next year's events. Steve

PS Let's keep it rolling .... send in your dues ($15) by the first of the year to Membership Chairman, Jm
McDaniel, 7112 Ayers Meadow Lane, Springfield, VA 22150
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ROUGE: PICTURED IN ITS PRIME, BY FORD R.
BYRAN

Dave Gunnarson

This is the story of Ford's
EX 1L & Rouge plant from
groundbreaking in 1917
through 1940 told primarily
through photographs.
Organized into 45 chapters, it
traces the plants history with
389 photographs, each one
providing a unique
perspective of the plant, it's
operations and the people
who worked there. Through
this book it is possible to imagine how one factory could
produce the parts to complete over one million carsin ayear
and it provides a wonderful representation of the magnitude
of materials, machines and human effort required.
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| particularily enjoyed the Foundry chapter showing how
blocks are cast and then in one operation al of the cylinder
stud holes are drilled simultaneously. Other highlights
include Dock Operations showing hundreds of 1940 engine
and transmission assemblies being stacked in the cargo hold
of aship and Chassis Assembly with stacks of freshly plated
1935 grill shells. The accompanying text for each chapter
provides a good framework for the photographs, but it's the
photographs that really make this book interesting. Many of
the photographs can be studied for a long time as they
contain all sorts of details about materials of construction
and assembly methods that can be of great value for a
restoration project. | found that the more | studied some
photographs the more details | noticed.

Published by Ford Books, Wayne State University Press, ,
ISBN 0-8143-3149-1, 288 pages, 8.5 inches wide and 11
inchestall with 389 illustrations. Availablein cloth
hardback with alist price of $34.95. It isalso available at
Amazon for $24.47 plus shipping.
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This a very interesting picture from the book and needs
close scrutiny. (Those with the download version can
enlarge the picture). A Ford lakes steamer is being loaded
with five flatheads at a time at the Rouge Plant destined for
an assembly Branch — they have side shifter transmissons,
thus are '40 or later. One of the blocks in the lower right is
a top shifter. There are special racks so that the engines
may be stacked. The seven workers are man handling the
load, swinging it to line up with the bottom rack. If a man
dips, ..... OSHA would love this!

This is typical of the pictures in the book — a magnifing
glass brings out the enlightening details.

Editor
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TECH TIPS:

WOODGRAINING MY 42

Bob Wild

My first attempt at dash woodgraining was on my 1939
standard woodie. | bought the booklet “Woodgraining: A
New Approach” by Bob Durham and followed his
procedures closely. When the time came to restore the dash
and molding on my ’42 Ford convertible | used the same
system. According to the late Ken Brown the dash on the 42
convertibles and woodies was called Sequoia.

Beautiful graining pattern found under trim strip

| had already removed the dash, the necessary first step. The
next steps are very important. You determine the base coat
color and, hopefully, an example of the origina
woodgraining. The base coat color should show on the rear
of the dash. | found an excellent example of the original
woodgraining on the glove box door under where the
stainless steel trim piece was fastened. Take severa high
quality color photos of the origina woodgraining, before
sandblasting the dash and moldings select the paint for the
base coat. Prime the pieces with a good quality
primer/surfacer. Also prime several small pieces of scrap
metal to be use later for testing. Sand the pieces carefully
and apply the base coat to both the front and rear of all the
pieces. Lightly sand the base coat with fine sandpaper. Now
you are ready to wood grain.

This system call for a rubber based printers ink. | used
Cocoa Brown. You will need Litho Solvent (this is and all-
purpose press wash solvent used in the printing industry) and
a good supply of cheesecloth. Place a small dab of ink on a
glass plate. Make a small pad of cheesecloth about one inch
square. Fill a small shallow container with solvent. Dip the
cheesecloth in the solvent and run it over the ink until the ink
and solvent are mixed. Now apply the ink to one of the scarp
pieces of metal discussed earlier and star experimenting to
make a pattern like the woodgraining in the pots of the
original. It will take several tries soak, when one doesn’t
work, take a separate rag dipped in the solvent and wipe of
the unsatisfactory pattern. When you have developed a
pattern you are satisfies with, you can now move to the dash
and moldings. The glove box door and ashtrays, etc. should
be in place on the dash to ensure a continuous pattern. All is
not lost if you are not satisfied; you can still wipe off the ink
with solvent and try again.

When the pieces are all woodgrained to your satisfaction, they
should be let to stand for 24 hours in a dust free environment to
allow the solvent to evaporate. The ink does not “set” during
this period. The clear coat you are now ready to spray on will
set the ink. | tried several brand of clear coat, using the scrap
metal pieces | woodgrained earlier, until 1 found a brand that
was compatible with the ink and base coat. | applied severa
clear coats sanding between coats with 600-grit paper.

AACA AUTO Jason Javaras

Three years ago my wife, Dee and | donated our 1948 Ford
Deluxe coupe to the AACA Museum in Hershey, Pennsylvania
Since the museum building was only a plan at the time it had to
be stored until the museum was built. The beautiful Museum
was finally completed in June and opened to the public. In
November we got a call from Jeff Beimeister, the curator of the
Museum to tell us that our car was going to be a featured for
exhibition in their lobby and hoped we would have a chance to
seeit on display. Fortunately we had a family reunion in nearby
Lancaster that week and were able to stop by the museum and
see our old car for it's proud unveiling. The AACA volunteers
had done a fine job of detailing the car after severa years of
storage and | must say it never looked better. It was nice to see
an old black Ford represented in such fine surroundings. For
those who haven't had a chance to visit this new facility it is
well worth the effort and the AACA should be very proud of
their accomplishment.

NATIONAL DIRECTORS REPORT
Waymond Brownlee reports from the National Board that:
Finances are doing well and on track.
Looking for a National Web Master.
Looking for a Newsletter contest judge.
1941-48 book is complete and ready for printing.
Board Realignment has passed — Ca. Director has stepped
down — new Director John McBrurney from Mo.
New SE RG — Lookout Mountain
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