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  Drive  Drive--in Movie Nightin Movie Night  
Sandra Green 
August 23rd just happens to be the editor’s (my husband’s) 
birthday, and caravanning with some of the great folks 
who make up the Northern Virginia V8 Club was just his 
idea of a perfect way to spend his birthday.   And, a great 
choice it was, I happily admit! 
 
When I’d heard about this, I thought---uh oh,, how do I 
tell the birthday boy I simply could not survive the usual 
August heat, humidity, and arsenal of hungry flies, 
mosquitoes and bees that seem to begin flocking around us 
for their last meals as autumn approaches.  Yet, how could 
I deny the guy on his birthday, right? 
 
Gathering at the usual meeting place at Fair Oaks  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mall were Dave and Barbara Westrate, Bill and Liz 
Simons, Hank and Cindy DuBois, John and Patty Girman, 
and the Greens.  We pulled out shortly after 3 p.m. and 
made our way out Interstate 66 West.   We were soon 
joined along the way by Hank and Bea Amster, both 
looking quite jaunty with the top down on their ‘41.   
 
The weather was something we have dreamed about all 
summer, but rarely glimpsed.  Blue skies, low humidity, 
and mild temperatures--no sweating!!  The old V8’s 
purred along the route with nary a mishap.  I had my 
“heavy” reading material”, the latest People magazine, 
just in case there was an extended impromptu “Shade 
Tree Mechanic” pit stop, but not this time!  Those cars 
were loving the pleasant temperatures and performed 
flawlessly. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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oy is my wife, Wendy upset with me.  She wanted to attend the club's 'drive in night' something awful.  Unfortunately, 
my younger son, Chad, who drives a 5/8th scale 1937 Ford "Legends" race car at Old Dominion Speedway, had a race 
that night  and therefore, Wendy and I missed out on John Girman's event.  What an event, I was told it was with 

perfect weather, Cliff's birthday celebration, '50's music etc, etc.  I heard one wag say it was just like it used to be except that 
there were no fogged up windows.   Thanks again to the Girmans. 
  
At the last membership meeting,  surveys were passed out that were designed by National to help them formulate their future 
directions.  Over 50% of all National members belong to a Regional group such as ours.  You may be interested in the 
responses.  Naturally, 100% of us thought that Regional groups were most important and that events, meetings, tours and the 
like on our level was very important as well.  It was nowhere near unanimous that attending National events be at the  top of 
our members priority as 50% said that it was only "somewhat" important.    25% said that having their car point judged was 
important.  Only 33% said that while attending a National event, it was "very important" to participate in tours and seminars.  
The V-8 Times format was ranked as very important with classified ads and flathead history articles next highest in rank.  60% 
said that they visit the National's web page and 40% support having modified cars at National meets.   So there you have it. 
  
Your board changed its usual meeting location this past month by traveling to the beautiful home of Jim and Char McDaniels.  
Jim, as you recall, is recouping from a serious vertebrae operation and was house bound.  So we took the meeting to him.  Jim 
is doing very well and will be 100% very soon. Jim, as membership chairman, reports that our membership is at a record-
breaking high..... 91 paid up members as of this month!  Thanks to Jim and Char for their hospitality. 
  
One more active month coming up.   Make plans to attend the membership meeting on the 9th  where Hank Dubois is going to 
tell us how to make our Ford more fun to drive.  Don't forget to mark the 20th down on your events calendar for the club's tour 
to Nokesville's Historical Military Vehicle restoration shop where they will have live demonstrations and we will share great 
fellowship.  See you there, Steve 
  
PS.  We received a call from Ms. Bea Feldman who is soliciting convertibles for use in the annual Herndon Homecoming 
Parade.  If you have an old convertible and will be willing to chauffeur a "dignitary" in the parade, please call Bea at: 703-925-
9094. 

                        Steve 
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(Continued from front page) 
We noticed a drop in temperatures as we went through the 
first mountain pass into the Shenandoah valley.  The day 
became even more gorgeous, and the mountains ahead were 
crisply outlined in the glorious afternoon sun.  We pulled 
into Stephens City around 4:30 p.m. and checked into a 
delightful new Holiday Inn Express.   Of course there was 
much gathering of men around the cars and Cliff was 
proudly showing off his new hand painted sign on the front 
woodie doors.  “Green’s Acres“--and we don’t mean that 
old TV show! 
 
After a brief pause, we were off to the New Town Tavern 
for dinner, joined by Butch Myrick and Frances, and Bob 
and Jane Helms, who live in the valley.  Dinner hit the spot 
and we pulled out in time to secure premium parking spaces 
at the drive in, shining V8’s all lined up in a row to the 
delight of the passing crowd.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cliff’s woodie was put into good use as the site of a tailgate 
birthday party, and we all enjoyed cake prior to the sun 
going down and the movies beginning.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From our advantage point, we could turn our chairs in either 
direction and watch “Seabiscuit” or “Pirates of the 
Caribbean.”  John Girman suggested bringing our own 
boom boxes where one could tune in to their movie of 
choice.    Most of us took advantage of the glorious night 
and sat outside our  in our chairs, enjoying the movies, the 
star studded sky, (even identifying the huge, bright Mars) 
and the camaraderie of great friends.  AND, no bugs!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairs, did I say?  One of our guys said, “there is something 
wrong with this picture--a few wives were enjoying sitting 
outside in their chairs, while their husbands sat in the car, by 
themselves!!”  Heard another (was it the birthday boy?) 
wisecrack that it is the first drive-in movie he ever 
remembers where he actually watched the movie!!!  What a 
fun night.  Several even braved staying long enough to 
watch the second feature--was it the lure of Lora Croft, or 
Legally Blonde 2!!” 
 
We drifted into the lobby to gather for breakfast the next 
morning, and were soon off for a leisurely day of antiquing 
and eventually heading back home with another picture 
perfect day.  We all concurred that this a great outing. We 
unanimously agreed that we need to make this at least a 
yearly event.  Thanks to John and Patty Girman for planning 
such a delightful weekend.   
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SIGN PAINTINGSIGN PAINTING   Editor 
  
I grew up in the Cape Cod area and there were numerous 
station wagons (beach wagons, as we called them) 
zooming around in the summer.  They were filled with 
camp kids on their way to the beach, movies or back and 
forth to the train.  On the side panel was the name of the 
camp.  My neighbor had a ’47 woodie that he had his 
business painted on the panel….So, that is something that 
I have always wanted to do. 
 
I did not want a computer vinyl rendition as they look to 
perfect. A hand painted sign also would be more fitting 
for the era.  A search of the yellow pages found no one 
with the necessary talent until I was referred to Stafford of 
Signcrafters of Fairfax.  “Sure”, he says, “I have been 
doing hand lettering for 30 years and like to keep my 
hand in it – A woodie you say.  I would really be 
interested in painting that”.  I give him an idea of a logo 
with oak leaves and acorns with Green’s Acres (I own 
two) and Fairfax Station, Va. below it.  So, Stafford 
comes out to the house with some renderings and Sandra 
and I are impressed.  He takes a full size cardboard 
template of the door panel with him. 

 
 
Days later he returns at the appointed time with the full 
size rendering.  We are impressed.  He did the artwork on 
the computer and printed it full size on special paper.  A 
wheel with pins around the edges was rolled along the 
outline of the letters making small perforations.  The 
template was taped to the door panel and he used a small 
bag with talcum powder to tap over the letters. This left a 
faint outline of the letters as a guide.  He then used blue 
tape to curve along the top and bottom of the line of 
letters to make a sharp edge.  He mixed green paint to 
match the color of the woodie and took five hours to 
complete both doors. Stafford was very accommodating, 
however not cheap.   
 
The paint lies on top of varnish and a coat over the 
lettering would make it “age” more – I like it the way it is 

now.  Since I never intend to sell the car, I am not concerned 
with the individuality – it can always be sanded or stripped 
off. 

 
 
Woodie owners Westrate, Dubois and Liz Simons saw the 
finished product at the Drive-in tour.  Liz was especially 
excited and began to dream up ideas for a panel painting on 
her ’49 – something with crabs? The original door panels on 
Hank Dubois’ ‘39 still have faint lettering which he might 
restore. 

ROCKVILLE ROCKVILLE –– 100  100 YEARS OF FORDYEARS OF FORD  
Several NVRG cars have been selected to line up 
chronologically at Rockville.  The cars will be pictured in 
the program and a special plaque will be rewarded.  Hank 
Dubois’ ’35 coupe, Patrick O’Neil’s ’37 pickup, Cliff 
Green’s ’40 wagon and Jim McDaniel ’51 police car.  This 
will be a NVRG tour event – one show that all  ladies enjoy! 

  
AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGAUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Over 250 images of the Grand National Meet were show 
much to the delight of a packed house. Thanks to Green, 
Sumner and Cummings for the pictures.  Thanks Jim 
McDaniel for the use of the projector. 
Butch Myrick brought parts for free and rightfully won the 
50/50 raffle. 
Tom Lumpkin provided scrumptious refreshments! 


