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Winner

By Dave Westrate
Oakton, Virginia

My wife, Barbara, and 1 saw the 193% Ford Standard
station wagon on a small car lot in Leesburg, Virgin, in
1995, Before we realized what was going on, we owned it!
The next six vears were the most interesting and rewarding
that I could imagine. Mever having owned an antique car,
much less having restored one, my enthusiasm was based
on blind faith and the allure of these wooden automobiles.
I had no idea of the challenge that lay ahead.

There were enough good pieces of wood on one side or
the other to use for patterns, but [ was afraid to take it com-
pletely apart and lose the relationships of the parts.
Therefore, 1 built a jig of 1x2s completely around the car
and screwed it into the old pieces. Then 1 was able to
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remove a piece or section at a time and duplicate it. The
|_I-|1|!..' part of the body that could be salvaged was the rof
crossmembers and basswood slats. From the side beams
and front and rear headers on down, the body was rebuilt
from hard 111.:||:1|_|_'. We used birch panels and hand-brushed
eight coats of marine spar varnish on the body

Meedless to say, the finger joints were a world-class
challenge, as you can see from the story in the March, 2002,
Woopie Tives. Building, gluing and fitting the front doors
was perhaps the most difficult project 1 have ever done.

Even though we had taken greal care at every step, the
top front corner of the driver’s door stood 1/4 inch outside
of the rain gutter on the cowl as we were doing the final fit-
ting. Mo adustments could e made that did not cause
WOTSE I'_":I_:I]_I.Il,'ﬂl‘h. To correct this, we had to disassemble the
doaor, cut the top of the front door post off at the finger joint,
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mill out the joint

and glue in a block

'-.'[. L] L1, Vith WM o I.:Il.'n.'ll'l."l."l']'l
adjustment v the o fy it the astern MatHonal M
door an

able to get : .

ik I|E|'I ment and a 11}

worked, With a lot of patience and

hard work, all turned ou 3 ful people we
Dhiring the six year d on ¢ met in this hobby, in
the W 50N a, Ic voodie Club and the Early Fe

Sumnet

bled anc

grain on the dash, the re-chrom
and final paint, we did all of the
work ourselves e T posted  on

Llur first time out last spring we

Woodie Timaes







